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Radiological preparedness is one part of an All Hazards Readiness the  

Commonwealth needs.  With five nuclear power plants, scores of                      

radioactive shipments annually, daily movement of radiopharmaceuticals, 

and thousands of applications for radioactive materials in the                          

Commonwealth there is a need for a robust radiological response capability.  

 

Since the 1980s, Pennsylvania has maintained the training and certification 

of radiological responders across the Commonwealth.  It is our desire that 

each county maintain a trained and equipped group of certified radiological 

responders to cover the immediate needs and decision making should an 

incident occur.  Each county should assess its radiological risks and provide 

the correct level of preparedness for the likely hazards that it might                  

face ï some counties will need robust capacity due to proximity to know 

radiological concerns while others may need far less.   

 

D2019-5 replaces D2014-1 which lays out the requirements for radiological             

responders to achieve certification and establishes an expectation for coun-

ties to have and maintain at least a limited capacity for response.  This re-

vision clears up some of the areas of misinterpretation and attempts to 

simplify the previous directive.   

The executive summary of the       

directive requires that each county 

have a minimum of four radiological 

response technicians who can      

perform basic response duties and a 

radiological officer who has more  

advanced knowledge to lead                   

the technicians, provide sound                

guidance to incident command               

or the Emergency Operations                

Center, and maintain the counties 

radiological documents, equipment, 

and personnel.  The directive defines 

the training and ongoing certification of these personnel and provides for 

surge training of personnel should an event occur.  (continued on next page) 
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NEW RADIOLOGICAL DIRECTIVE 
(continued from page 1) 
 

The certification program is maintained so that 

there is a training commonality of first responders 

across the Commonwealth.  This program provides 

both the initial and ongoing training standards and 

addresses the certification of competent instructors 

to maintain an ongoing program.  The directive 

does allow for counties to combine with other 

counties to meet the requirement for a radiological 

response element or to allow the contracted county 

Hazardous Materials Response Team to fill the 

need.   

 

Each county should have the plans and                           

resources in place to handle a radiological incident, 

commensurate with their risk, should a radiological 

incident take place.  The intent is that the local 

teams will provide the initial support and response 

until other trained responders and resources can 

be mobilized and arrive.  This directive supports 

that goal by specifying and maintaining the                  

capabilities of the responders. 

 

Counties looking to begin or upgrade radiological 

response, train radiological responders, or have 

other related questions can contact Laurin Fleming 

who is the coordinator of radiological training 

across the Commonwealth.   

 

Photos from 2019 RODEO held at PEMA                    

Headquarters in Harrisburg 

 

WHO TO CONTACT: 
 

 

 

Laurin E. Fleming,  

Emergency Management Specialist 

PEMA, Bureau of Technological Hazards 

Phone:  717-651-2119 

Email:  laufleming@pa.gov 
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